
 
 

 

 
 

 
 

The Validity of CLEP Scores for 
Course Placement Decisions 
This study presents evidence of placement validity for College-Level Examination Program® (CLEP®) exam 
scores. Seventeen exams in five subject areas are explored. The research question is: How do CLEP exam 
credit-holding students perform in subsequent courses compared to students without CLEP credit 
who took the corresponding introductory course at the institution? 

Key Findings 
Students who earn course credit by achieving a required minimum CLEP exam score (most commonly the American 
Council for Education’s recommended score of 50) perform as well as or better in subsequent courses than their 
peers without CLEP exam credit who took the introductory course at the institution. 

Average Grades in Subsequent Courses by CLEP and Non-CLEP Students 

*The group difference is statistically significant at the p < 0.05. 
Due to rounding, the reported values may not appear to sum or subtract exactly. 

DATA SOURCES 
Students’ transcript data are from a national database of college outcome data maintained by College Board to study the validity 
of exam scores. This study includes course records of over 183,000 students at 65 four-year postsecondary institutions. Most 
institutions are public, very large (20,000+) and located across the United States. 
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